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The point is to DESCRIBE the variables

What did most people say or do? 
How did people, on average, respond?
Was there a lot of variability or a little?

Gives an overview of the dataGives an overview of the data
Always the first thing you present

Tells what the variable is specifically 
◦ E.g., the question asked; “how much do you like parties?”
I di h h i bl b dlIndicates what the variable means broadly
◦ E.g., higher scores mean more extraversion
◦ May not be needed if it’s obvious – more females simply 

means more females
Gives a central tendency statistic 
◦ Whichever is best given the portrait of the data 

(see lecture notes)
f◦ And interprets that information

Gives a dispersion statistic
◦ Can be more than one, depending on measure
◦ Interprets that information
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Ask yourself:

◦ What would you want to know about this 
variable?
◦ It’s always better to include more 

information


